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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO. 24-cv-23976-ALTMAN
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION,
Plaintiff,
V.

ECOM GENIE CONSULTING LLC, etal.,

Defendants.
/

ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION FOR
STIPULATED PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION AS TO WESSAM BAIZ;
BAIZ SALES, LLC; AND SALESPRENEURS, LLC

On October 15, 2024, the Plaintiff, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”), filed its

. P. 65(b), for a temporary restraining order, asset freeze, other
equitable relief, and an order to show cause why a preliminary injunction should not issue against
defendants Ecom Genie Consulting LLC; Lunar Capital Ventures LLC; Profitable Automation, LLC;
Steven J. Mayer; Trevor Duffy Young; and Wessam Baiz; and relief defendants Alpine Management
Group Inc.; Baiz Sales, LLC; Salespreneurs, LLC; and Vicenza Capital Corp. [ECF No. 5].

On October 21, 2024, after an ex parte hearing [ECF No. 12], the Court issued an ex parte
Temporary Restraining Order [ECF No. 13]. On October 22, 2024, the Court issued the Second
Amended Ex Parte Temporary Restraining Order (“TRO”) that includes an asset freeze, appointment
of a temporary receiver, and other equitable relief [ECF No. 15].

Each of the Defendants and Relief Defendants in this action has been properly served with a

summons, the Complaint, and the Temporary Restraining Order.



On November 4, 2024, the Court held a hearing for defendants Lunar Capital Ventures LLC
and Profitable Automation, LLC to show cause as to why a preliminary injunction should not issue.
After the hearing, the Court entered a preliminary injunction against Lunar Capital Ventures LLC and

Profitable Automation, LLC,



Opportunities” (“Business Opportunity Rule” or “Rule”), 16 C.F.R. Part 437, as amended, and that
Plaintiff is therefore likely to prevail on the merits of this action. As demonstrated by the declarations
of consumers who purchased Defendants’ business opportunities, investigator declarations,
transcripts of sales calls and other marketing materials, data analysis, an expert witness declaration,
and the additional evidence contained in the FTC’s exhibits, the FTC has established a likelihood of
success in showing that Defendants have made false or unsubstantiated statements, and engaged in
other unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the marketing of business opportunities.

D. The FTC has sufficiently demonstrated that Defendants have taken at least $12.1
million from consumers in connection with their unlawful practices.

E. The FTC has sufficiently demonstrated that immediate and irreparable harm will result

from Defendant’s ongoing violations of the FTC Act
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J. No security is required of any agency of the United States for issuance of a preliminary
injunction. FED. R. Civ. P. 65(c).

K. By agreeing to this Order, stipulating Defendants make no factual or legal admissions
other than those regarding this Court’s jurisdiction.

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Order, the following definitions shall apply:

A “Asset” means any legal or equitable interest in, right to, or claim to, any property,
wherever located and by whomever held.

B. “Defendant(s)” means Individual Defendant and Relief Defendants, individually,
collectively, or in combination.

C. “Document” is synonymous in meaning and equal in scope to the usage of
“document” and “electronically stored information” in Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 34(a), Fed. R.
Civ. P. 34(a), and includes writings, drawings, graphs, charts, photographs, sound and video
recordings, images, Internet sites, web pages, websites, electronic correspondence, including e-mail
and instant messages, contracts, accounting data, advertisements, FTP Logs, Server Access Logs,
books, written or printed records, handwritten notes, telephone logs, telephone scripts, receipt books,
ledgers, personal and business canceled checks and check registers, bank statements, appointment
books, computer records, customer or sales databases and any other electronically stored information,
including Documents located on remote servers or cloud computing systems, and other data or data
compilations from which information can be obtained directly or, if necessary, after translation into a
reasonably usable form. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate document within the meaning of
the term.

D. “Earnings Claim(s)” means any oral, written, or visual representation to a

prospective purchaser that conveys, expressly or by implication, a specific level or range of actual or



potential sales, or gross or net income or profits. Earnings Claims include, but are not limited to:
(1) any chart, table, or mathematical calculation that demonstrates possible results based upon a
combination of variables; and (2) any statements from which a prospective purchaser can reasonably
infer that he or she will earn a minimum level of income.

E. “Electronic Data Host” means any person or entity in the business of storing,

hosting, or otherwise maintaining electronically stored information. This includes, but is not limited



receive actual notice of this Order by personal service or otherwise, whether acting directly or
indirectly, in connection with the advertising, marketing, promoting, or offering for sale of any goods
or services, are preliminarily restrained and enjoined from:

A. Making any Earnings Claims to a prospective purchaser, unless the Earnings Claim is
non-misleading and, at the time the Earnings Claims is made, Defendants (1) have a reasonable basis
for the claim; (2) have in their possession written materials that substantiate the claimed earnings; and

(3) make the written substantiation for Earnings Claims available upon request to the consumer,
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1. PROHIBITION ON RELEASE OF CUSTOMER INFORMATION

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defendants, Defendants’ officers, agents, employees,
and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of them, who receive
actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, are hereby preliminarily restrained
and enjoined from:

A. Selling, renting, leasing, transferring, or otherwise disclosing, the name, address, birth
date, telephone number, email address, credit card number, bank account number, Social Security
number, or other financial or identifying information of any person that any Defendant obtained in
connection with any activity that pertains to the subject matter of this Order; and

B. Benefitting from or using the name, address, birth date, telephone number, email
address, credit card number, bank account number, Social Security number, or other financial or
identifying information of any person that any Defendant obtained in connection with any activity
that pertains to the subject matter of this Order.

Provided, however, that Defendants may disclose such identifying information to a law
enforcement agency, to their attorneys as required for their defense, as required by any law, regulation,
or court order, or in any filings, pleadings or discovery in this action in the manner required by the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and by any protective order in the case.

I11. ASSET FREEZE

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED that Defendants and Relief Defendants, and their officers,
agents, employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of
them, who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, are hereby

preliminarily restrained and enjoined from:



A Transferring, liquidating, converting, encumbering, pledging, loaning, selling,
concealing, dissipating, disbursing, assigning, relinquishing, spending, withdrawing, granting a lien or

security interest or other interest in, or otherwise disposing of any Assets that are:

1. owned or controlled, directly or indirectly, by any Defendant or Relief
Defendant;

2. held, in part or in whole, for the benefit of any Defendant or Relief Defendant;

3. in the actual or constructive possession of any Defendant or Relief Defendant;
or

4, owned or controlled by, in the actual or constructive possession of, or

otherwise held for the benefit of, any corporation, partnership, asset

protection trust, or other enti
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The Assets affected by this Section shall include: (1) all Assets of Defendants and Relief
Defendants as of the time this Order is entered; and (2) Assets obtained by Defendants and Relief
Defendants after this Order is entered if those Assets are derived from any activity that is the subject
of the Complaint in this matter or that is prohibited by this Order.

IV.  LIMITED RELEASE OF ASSETS FOR ATTORNEYS' FEES

Notwithstanding the Asset Freeze outlined in Section 111 of this Order, Defendant Baiz is
authorized to access up to $5,000 from his personal Fifth Third Bank account ending in x2900 for the
purposes of paying attorneys’ fees for this litigation. Once these funds are transferred and expended
by Baiz for this permissible use, Baiz’s counsel shall file a notice of compliance showing the receipt of
the funds and that the funds were allocated for this permissible use.

V. DUTIES OF ASSET HOLDERS AND OTHER THIRD PARTIES

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any financial or brokerage institution, Electronic Data
Host, credit card processor, payment processor, merchant bank, acquiring bank, independent sales
organization, third party processor, payment gateway, insurance company, business entity, or person
who receives actual notice of this Order (by service or otherwise) that:

(@) has held, controlled, or maintained custody, through an account or otherwise, of any
Document on behalf of any Defendant or Relief Defendant or any Asset that has been owned or
controlled, directly or indirectly, by any Defendant or Relief Defendant; held, in part or in whole, for
the benefit of Defendant; in the actual or constructive possession of any Defendant; or owned or
controlled by, in the actual or constructive possession of, or otherwise held for the benefit of, any
corporation, partnership, asset protection trust, or other entity that is directly or indirectly owned,
managed or controlled by any Defendant or Relief Defendant;

(b) has held, controlled, or maintained custody, through an account or otherwise, of any

Document or Asset associated with credits, debits, or charges made on behalf of any Defendant or
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Relief Defendant, including reserve funds held by payment processors, credit card processors,
merchant banks, acquiring banks, independent sales organizations, third party processors, payment
gateways, insurance companies, or other entities; or

(c) has extended credit to any Defendant or Relief Defendant, including through a credit card
account, shall:

A. Hold, preserve, and retain within its control and prohibit the withdrawal, removal,
alteration, assignment, transfer, pledge, encumbrance, disbursement, dissipation, relinquishment,
conversion, sale, or other disposal of any such Document or Asset, as well as all Documents or other
property related to such Assets, except by further order of this Court; provided, however, that this
provision does not prohibit Individual Defendant from incurring charges on a personal credit card
established prior to entry of this Order, up to the pre-existing credit limit;

B. Deny any person, except the Receiver, access to any safe deposit box, commercial mail
box, or storage facility that is titled in the name of any Defendant or Relief Defendant, either
individually or jointly, or otherwise subject to access by any Defendant or Relief Defendant;

C. Provide Plaintiff's counsel and the Receiver, within three (3) days of receiving a copy
of this Order, a sworn statement setting forth, for each Asset or account covered by this Section:

1. The identification number of each such account or Asset;

2. The balance of each such account, or a description of the nature and value of
each such Asset as of the close of business on the day on which this Order is
served, and, if the account or other Asset has been closed or removed, the date
closed or removed, the total funds removed in order to close the account, and
the name of the person or entity to whom such account or other Asset was

remitted; and

10



3. The identification of any safe deposit box, commercial mail box, or storage
facility that is either titled in the name, individually or jointly, of any Defendant,
or is otherwise subject to access by any Defendant or Relief Defendant.

D. Upon the request of Plaintiff’s counsel or the Receiver, promptly provide Plaintiff’s
counsel and the Receiver with copies of all records or other Documents pertaining to any account or

Asset covered by this Section

11



VII. FOREIGN ASSET REPATRIATION

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED that, to the extent not completed by the date of this Order,
within five (5) days following the service of this Order, each Defendant and Relief Defendant shall:

A. Provide Plaintiff’s counsel and the Receiver with a full accounting, verified under oath
and accurate as of the date of this Order, of all Assets, Documents, and accounts outside of the United
States which are: (1) titled in the name, individually or jointly, of Defendant or Relief Defendant;
(2) held by any person or entity for the benefit of any Defendant or Relief Defendant or for the benefit
of, any corporation, partnership, asset protection trust, or other entity that is directly or indirectly
owned, managed or controlled by any Defendant or Relief Defendant; or (3) under the direct or
indirect control, whether jointly or singly, of any Defendant or Relief Defendant;

B. Take all steps necessary to provide Plaintiff's counsel and Receiver access to all
Documents and records that may be held by third parties located outside of the territorial United
States of America, including signing the Consent to Release of Financial Records appended to this
Order as Attachment D.

C. Transfer to the territory of the United States all Documents and Assets located in
foreign countries which are: (1) titled in the name, individually or jointly, of any Defendant or Relief
Defendant; (2) held by any person or entity for the benefit of any Defendant or Relief Defendant or
for the benefit of, any corporation, partnership, asset protection trust, or other entity that is directly
or indirectly owned, managed or controlled by any Defendant or Relief Defendant; or (3) under the
direct or indirect control, whether jointly or singly, of any Defendant or Relief Defendant; and

D.
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VIII. NON-INTERFERENCE WITH REPATRIATION
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defendants and Defendants’ officers, agents,
employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of them,
who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, are hereby preliminarily

restrained and enjoined from taking any a

13
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them, who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, are hereby
preliminarily restrained and enjoined from:

A Destroying, erasing, falsifying, writing over, mutilating, concealing, altering,
transferring, or otherwise disposing of, in any manner, directly or indirectly, Documents that relate to:
(1) the business, business practices, Assets, or business or personal finances of any Defendant or Relief
Defendant; (2) the business practices or finances of entities directly or indirectly under the control of
any Defendant or Relief Defendant; or (3) the business practices or finances of entities directly or
indirectly under common control with any other Defendant or Relief Defendant; and

B. Failing to create and maintain Documents that, in reasonable detail, accurately, fairly,
and completely reflect Defendants’ or Relief Defendants’ incomes, disbursements, transactions, and
use of Defendants’ or Relief Defendants’ Assets.

XI.  REPORT OF NEW BUSINESS ACTIVITY

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defendants, Defendants’ officers, agents, employees,
and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of them, who receive
actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, are hereby preliminarily restrained
and enjoined from creating, operating, or exercising any control over any business entity, whether
newly formed or previously inactive, including any partnership, limited partnership, joint venture, sole
proprietorship, or corporation, without first providing Plaintiff's counsel and the Receiver with a
written statement disclosing: (1) the name of the business entity; (2) the address and telephone number
of the business entity; (3) the names of the business entity’s officers, directors, principals, managers,

and employees; and (4) a detailed description of the business entity’s intended activities.
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N. Issue subpoenas to obtain Documents and records pertaining to the Receivership, and

18
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by filing a motion with the Court. Provided, however, that the Receiver may delay providing such
notice until the Receiver has established control of the nonparty entity and its assets and records, if
the Receiver determines that notice to the entity or the parties before the Receiver establishes control
over the entity may result in the destruction of records, dissipation of assets, or any other obstruction
of the Receiver’s control of the entity; and

V. If in the Receiver’s judgment the business operations cannot be continued legally and
profitably, take all steps necessary to ensure that any of the Receivership Entities’ web pages or
websites relating to the activities alleged in the Complaint cannot be accessed by the public, or are
modified for consumer education and/or informational purposes, and take all steps necessary to
ensure that any telephone numbers associated with the Receivership Entities cannot be accessed by
the public, or are answered solely to provide consumer education or information regarding the status
of operations.

XIV. TRANSFER OF RECEIVERSHIP PROPERTY TO RECEIVER

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defendastand any other person, with possession,
custody or control of property of, or records relating to, the Receitrsigsshall, upon notice
of this Order by personal sier/or otherwise, fully cooperate with and assist the Receiver in taking
and maintaining possession, custody, or control of the Assets and Documents of the Receivership
Entitiesand immediately transfer or deliver to the Receiver possession, custodyrchiod, the
following:

A. All Assets held by or for the benefit of Reeévership Entities;

B. All Documents or Assets associated with credits, debits, or charges made on behalf of
any Receivership Entity, wherever situated, including reserve funds held by payment processors, credit
card processors, merchant banks, acquiring banks, independent ssakedicorg, third party

processors, payment gateways, insurance companies, or other entities

19
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C. A listof dl agents, empyees, oficers,attorneysservants and those pesons in etive

concet and participation withthe Receiver
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C. Filing or enforcing any lien on any asset ofRédeeivership Entitiesaking or
attempting to take possessigustody, or control of any Asset of the Receivership Erdities
attempting to foreclose, forfeit, alter, or terminate any interest in any Asset of the Receivership
Entities whether such acts are part of a judicial proceeding, are acteld,smifotherwise

Provided, howevethat this Order does not stay: (1) the commencement or continuation of
a criminal action or proceeding; (2) the commencement or continuation of an action or proceeding by
a governmental unit to enforce such governmental unit’'s police or regulatory power; or (3) the
enforcement of a judgment, other than a money judgment, obtained in an action or proceeding by a
governmental unit to enforce such governmental unit’s police or regulatory power.

XIX. COMPENSATION OF RECEIVER

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Receiver and all personnel hired by the Receiver as
herein authorized, including counsel to the Receiver and accountants, are entitled to reasonable
compensation for the performance of duties pursuant to this Order and for dhectostl ouof-
pocket expenses incurred by them, from the Assets now held by, in the possession or control of, or
which may be received by, the Receivership Entities. The Receiver shall file with the Court and serve
on the parties periodic requestgtierpayment of such reasonable compensation, with the first such
request filed no more than sixty (60) days after the date of entry of this Order. The Receiver shall not
increase the hourly rates used as the bases for such fee applications without prior approval of the
Court.

XX.

23
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XXIl. RETENTION OF JURISDICTION

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Court shall retain jurisdiction of this matter for all
purposes.

DONE AND ORDERED in the Southern District of Florida-orrNovember, 2824.

ROY K. ALTMAN
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

SO STIPULATED AND AGREED:

/s/ Molly Rucki

Sara Tonnesen

MD Bar No. 1312190241

Special FL Bar No. A5503266
Molly Rucki

D.C. Bar No. 1616852

Special FL Bar No. A5503265
Federal Trad€Eommission

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW;&523
Washington, DC 20580

(202) 32&@879; stonnesen@ftc.gov
(202) 32&774; mrucki@ftc.gov

Attorneys for Plaintiff
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

/s/ Andrew Cove

Andrew N. Cove

COVE LAW, P.A.

1300 SE 4th Avenue, #1
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
T. 9549214121

E. anc@covelaw.com

W. covelaw.co
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James A. Peterson, Esq.
PETERSON LEGAL P.A.

401 East Las Olas Boulevard
Suite 13®50

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
(754) 448076
James@PetersonlLegal.co

Attorneys for Defendants Wessam Baiz

Relief Defendants Baiz Sales, LLC and
Salespreneurs, LLC

26



