
Complaint, Oct. 12, 1989-Decision, June 11, 19~1 

Where two partners, successors to a discontinued corporate business, engaged 
in the competitive interstate sale and 
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spondent is in competition with other corporations and with part­
nerships and individuals also engaged in the sale and distribution 
of like and similar articles of merchandise in commerce between and 
among the various States of the United States. 

PAR. 2. In the course and conduct of its aforesaid business, and 
in fmtherance of the sale of its said machines, respondent has caused 
varfous false and misleading statements and representations relative 
to the effectiveness in use of said machines and relative to earnings 
made by purchasers of respondent's said machines to be inserted in, 
magazines and other publications having a g~neral circulation 
throughout the United States and in circulars and other printed 
matter distributed to members of the purchasing public situated in 
various States of the United States. Among and typical of said state­
ments and representations are the following: 

You may bave a vacuum cleaner, but • • • you must bave tbeJll washed 
to dissolve and destroy every vestige ot germ and grime. · 

The Von Schrader carpet washer which we use removes the deeply imbedded 
grime and the microbes ot disease which are carried into tbe borne by every 
shoe that crosses the threshold. 

Let us restore the exquisite colorings in your rugs and carpets. 
Restores colors. All the delicate colors, the beautiful shades that you have 

long forgotten were in your rug or carpet, are brought back by the sanitary 
up-to-date method we employ, 

Renews colors. 
Thoroughly cleans carpets and rugs. Demoths and Sanitizes. 
When you are getting started, naturally your profits depend on bow diligently 

you go after business, but $200 to $400 a month is an easy average. 
$200 my first week. 

Through the use of the aforesaid statements and representations 
and others of similar import or 
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washing carpets and rugs. In fact, the -earnings of said persons are 
substantially less' than such amounts. 

11AR. 4. The bse by respondent of the aforesaid false and mis1eading 
statements and representations has the tendency and capacity to1·and 
does, mislead and deceive members of the purchasing public into the 
erroneous and mistakei1 belief that the aforesaid false and misleading 
statements and ,representations are true and into tho purchase of sub­
stantial quantities of respondent's. carpet washers because: ,of sud~ 
erroneous and mistaken belief. As a direct result thereof, trade in 
commen;e among and between the various ~tates of 
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for any freshness of appearance as may result from such cleaning 
of the rug or carpet as is performed by said machine. Respondentg 
conc.eded 
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I, 

VON SCHRADER MANUFACTURING CO. ET AL. 65 

58 Order 

kind of the earnings of such operators. Because of the seasonal na­
ture of the business, representations as to large gross amounts which 
may have been earned by individual operators in their best day, 
week, or month are false and misleading in that they represent un­
usual and exceptional conditions and not the ordinary course of 
business under normal conditions. 

PAR. 6. On February 2, 1937, a stipulation as to the facts and an 
agreement to cease and desist from certain representations was en­
tered into between the Federal Trade Commission and respondent 
Von Schrader Manufacturing Co., by its president, Francis U. Von 
Schrader. By this stipulation it was admitted that it is impossibl
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spondent, Von Schrader Manufacturing Co., a corporation, testimony 
and other 




