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June 1 , 2022

The Commission haspproved aederal Rgister Mtice (‘Notice”) seeking comment on a
proposed exemption to ti@el Rating Rulet TheCommission promulgated thiRule pursuant
to thePetoleum MarketingPractices At (“PMPA”), whichrequires th&Commissiorto
establish & uniformmethod ofdisplaying the automotiviiel ratingof automotivefuel & the
point of sale to wimate purchaser¥® TheCommission’s Ruleeails the labetoor scheme,
shape, size, textual content, and fiypie/pointsize 2 Gilbarco, Inc., a manufacturer bfuel
dispensers, requests a paréaémptionto theRule to pemit retailers to pst narrower lael
dimensions fobuton labels, asvell asto dlow theuse of smaller font size focertain texto
accommodatene narower labels

The Notice indicates thaté Commissio hasgranted at least seven other exemptions to the
Rulesince 19794 | support the @mmission’s lexibility in grantingexemptionsthat allow
manufacturers to agathe labels andniseveal instances, to pride additional informationto
consumers. gueston whetherthe highly prescriptiverequirements in this Ruleeneded to
satisfy he PMPA’s mandate to establish aform methodof displaying fuelratings | believe
that relaxation othe prescriptiverequirements in th€ommission’s Rile could obviatéhe need
for repeated exemption petitions. Moregwemmpanies mahaveadditionalideasabouthowto
make labed more usefriendly butforego actigon thosanitiativesdueto thetime and expense
required to seek governmeagtproval.

Forthese reasons, | encourdfje Commissionto consider ways$o streamline the Ble’s
prescriptiverequirements,dcilitating tie conveyance afformation to consumersniformly
while giving greaterflexibility to manufacturers.

116 CFR Part 306

215 U.S.C 2823(c)(1)(B).

3 Seel6 CFR Section 306.12s explained in the Notice, for example, the octane label must display the fuel's
octane number in 9point font. In addition, ethanol labels must state “Use Only In-Flgad Vehicles/May Harm

Other Engines” in capital letters and black font, with the phrase-fRlek Vehicles” in 6-point font.

4 SeelNotice at n.5. Notably the companies seeking these exemptions have been large companies, including Exxon
and Sunoco. The Notice states that Gilbarco is one of the largest manufactures of fuel dispensers in the U.S.

51 have repeatedlyugigested a similar review of the Energy Labeling Rule’s even more highly prescriptive
requirementsSeeDissenting Statement of Commissioner Christine S. Wilson, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to
Energy Labeling Rule (May 11, 2022),

https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc gov/pdf/Commission%20Wilson%20Dissenting%20Statement%20Energy%20
Labeling%20Rule%205.1122620FINAL.pdf
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