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Who’s who in scams: a spring roundup 

Scammers are all about spinning lies, but they still operate in the real world. Many scammers pretend to be well-known 
businesses to gain trust and make their stories seem more believable.1,2 And scammers use real-world methods to contact 
people and to get paid. Reports to the FTC’s Consumer Sentinel Network point to some of their favorites..

3 The scammers impersonating these businesses work in very different ways. For example, phony 
Geek Squad emails tell you   
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http://www.ftc.gov/scams
https://www.ftc.gov/business-guidance
http://www.reportfraud.ftc.gov/
http://www.reportfraud.ftc.gov/
http://www.ftc.gov/exploredata
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https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3852323
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/federal.trade.commission/viz/GovernmentImposter/Infographic
https://consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts/2024/03/new-tech-support-scammers-want-your-life-savings
https://consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts/2024/03/new-tech-support-scammers-want-your-life-savings
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/federal.trade.commission/viz/FraudReports/PaymentContactMethods
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/data-visualizations/data-spotlight/2021/12/scammers-prefer-gift-cards-not-just-any-card-will-do
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