
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Federal Trade Commission 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20580 

 
  
 
 Office of the Chair 
 

 

 
Remarks by Chair Lina M. Khan 

As Prepared for Delivery 
White House Event on Lowering Healthcare Costs 

 
April 3, 2024  

 
Good morning. It

https://www.sanders.senate.gov/press-releases/news-chairman-sanders-baldwin-lujan-markey-launch-help-committee-investigation-into-efforts-by-pharmaceutical-companies-to-manipulate-the-price-of-asthma-inhalers/
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/press-releases/news-chairman-sanders-baldwin-lujan-markey-launch-help-committee-investigation-into-efforts-by-pharmaceutical-companies-to-manipulate-the-price-of-asthma-inhalers/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/11/ftc-challenges-more-100-patents-improperly-listed-fdas-orange-book
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Senator Sanders, who chairs the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 

Pensions (HELP), also saw this as a real injustice and led an investigation to get to the 
bottom of why a device that people can buy for less than 20 dollars in other countries can still 
costs patients in America over $500. In partnership with Senator Baldwin, Senator Luján, and 
Senator Markey, as well as Senator Warren, Senator Klobuchar, and Representative Jayapal, 
Senator Sanders’ leadership, and the FTC’s work, is getting real results that will help 
millions of Americans breathe easier.  

 
Since we put the pharma companies on notice, several have delisted their patents and 

opened up the market for generics to come in and offer cheaper medicines. And 3 of the 4 top 
asthma inhaler companies have announced they are slashing costs, so that—starting in 
June—the maximum amount that any American will have to pay for an asthma inhaler is 
$35.4 

 
This is a big win for the millions of Americans that rely on these inhalers for life-saving 

protection. And it’s disturbing to think that pharma companies got away or so long with 
inflating the cost of these essential drugs, forcing American families to struggle. 

 
To be clear, we’re not stopping. At the FTC we’re going to keep challenging unlawfully 
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