
 
 

  

     
  

   
  
  
  

 
   



 
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

 
      

 

  
   

  

 
   

   
 

     
 

 
  

 
    

  

   
  

   
 

    
 

 
 

 
                    
                

                 
             
                 

             
                

                  
            

   

families can afford. “I don’t know a single twenty-year old man in my family who 
doesn’t have diabetes,” reported Rep. Pourier. 

�x Lack of access to ancestral hunting grounds. The tribal members discussed how they 
had lost access to their ancestral hunting grounds in the Black Hills, and now must rely 
on government assistance to eat.1 

�x Difficulties with SNAP/EBT Benefits. In our meetings, we spoke about the interplay 
between members’ participation in the USDA Food Distribution Program and 
SNAP/EBT benefits, and how participation in one excludes a member from participation 
in the other. With respect to SNAP, members discussed how the program is run through 
the state of South Dakota, often with detrimental consequences for the tribe. For example, 
members spoke of how impactful receiving the USDA’s Summer EBT program could be 
for tribal families, yet South Dakota opted not to participate in the program. Even with 
the regular SNAP program, members spoke about the monthly disbursements presenting 
issues for tribal members who live in remote parts of the reservation. This is because they 
tend to stock up for the month, but also lack access to effective storage solutions, like 
refrigeration. R.F. Buche confirmed the issues with monthly disbursements. He described 
how he keeps his stores open late on disbursement day as lines stretch out the door as 
families and individuals, many of whom have not eaten for days, stock up on a month’s 



 
 

 
  

  
     

     
 

 
   

   
   

   
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
       

  
 

  
  

I do not pretend to know the full history of the Oglala Lakota and am confident that your 




