United States of America
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
Southwest Region

1999BryanSt.,Ste.2150
Dallas,Texasr5201

May 13, 2020

WARNING LETTER

VIA EMAIL TOinfo@drbrownstein.com

Dr. Brownstein’s Holistic Medicine
Center for Holistic Medicine

6089 West Maple Road Suite 200
West Bloomfield, Michigan 48322

Re:  Unsubstantiated Claims fori@oavirus Prevention or Treatment
To Whom It May Concern,
This is to advise you that FTCa$t has reviewed your website at
https://www.drbrownstein.conoh May 8, 2020. We have determththat you are unlawfully

advertising that certain productsservices that you Benline or in your clinc treat or prevent
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).

Some examples of Coronavirus treatnmmnprevention claims on your website
include:

X In marketing materials titletiCoronavirus: What to Do,jou claim that intravenous
therapies you provide can ttea cure COVID-19: “Conventinal medicine has little to
offer to prevent or treat conavirus infections... It is tim#r you to take the initiative
and learn what other therapies are out thereMy last recommendation is to work with
a holistic doctor who can give you nutrient IVs when you become ill. Vitamin C,
hydrogen peroxide, and ozone IVs can helpome suffering from an infection. At my
office, The Center for Holistic Medicine, we have seen the positive results a holistic
approach to combatting viruses can provide.”

X In marketing materials titled “Coronaviru#/hat to Do,” you claim that iodine
supplementationi$ essential to not only fighting & an infection it is necessary for
proper immune system functioning. There is ndbacteria, virus, parasite or fungus
that is known to be resistant to iodine. . . | suggest taking 25 mg/day as a daily dose
and more (sometimes 50-100 mg/dayjhe first sign of an illness.”



X In marketing materials titled “Corenirus: What to Do,” you claim First, it is
important to maintain optimal levels of nutrients, particularly vitamins A, C, and
D. Most people have suboptimal vitamin AdaC levels. Both of these nutrients have
antiviral abilities and are able to support iimenune system when it is under viral attack.
If you are not ill, | suggest taking 3-5,000 mg/ddyitamin C. At the first sign of an
illness, | would suggest taking 1,000 mg/hourluiarrhea develops, then back off for a
time period. For vitamin A, | suggest ngi5,000 Units/day if you are not sick and
100,000 Units/day for four days at the first sign of an illness... Also, vitamin D is very
important for fighting infections. | suggest,tagé onset of an illness, taking 50,000 IU of
vitamin D3/day for four days.”

X In marketing materials titled “@onavirus Part Il,” you claim:

“At my office, we find great success with dgilV nutrient therapy wdn our patients are
ill with a viral or bacterial ifection. | received a note fromnphysician colleague of mine
(a “Yooper”) who, at my request, gave hietfsa hydrogen peroxide IV and recovered
from the flu in a day. Intranous vitamin C, glutathiorend ozone are other therapies
that also help with viral infections.

Holistically, there are a lot of things tiw for a viral infection like coronavirus.
Conventionally, there ikttle to offer. My best sggestion? Become a patient at
the Center for Holistic Medine. We have many safe arfteetive therapies to treat
viral, bacterial, parasitjand yeast infections.”

X In marketing materials titled “85 COVID Rents at The Center for Holistic Medicine:
Zero Hospitalizations and No Deaths,” yoaioi that your “protocol of using vitamins
A, C, D, and iodine” and “intravenous nanit therapy” should be “the first-line
treatment provided in any COVID patient.”

x In marketing materials titled “85 COVID Rents at The Center for Holistic Medicine:
Zero Hospitalizations and No Deaths,” yoaini that your vitamin-based protocol “was
sufficient for the majority of our COVID patis. | (and my partners) have no doubt that
the vast majority of COVID patients woulg@d a deterioration aheir symptoms if
they started this protocol #te outset of symptoms.”
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X In marketing materials titled “85 COVID Rents at The Center for Holistic Medicine:
Zero Hospitalizations and No Deaths” you wiahat, “In my blogs, | encouraged people
to take high doses of vitamins A, C, D, andine at the first sign of an illness. In our
practice, this was sufficient for the majordafour COVID patients.... However, some
became more ill or did not start the asapplements early enough into their iliness.
Those patients needed addit#d holistic therapies. These included nebulizing hydrogen
peroxide and iodine along withtravenous nutrient theragieTo protect our staff and
healthy patients, we diabt treat sick COVID patients gide my office. We were
gowning up and meeting our patients at theiomobile at the backf our building and
administering IVs and ozone tlagies. Some of these patients were very sick. So far,
they all recovered.”

X In marketing materials titled “85 COVID Rents at The Center for Holistic Medicine:
Zero Hospitalizations and No Deathggu claim of people sick with COVID-19:

“Having them increase the frequency of nebng hydrogen peroxidand iodine helped
them all. Some of the sickest were addise nebulize every hour or two for a short
period. IV therapies and ozone treatments have helped many.

This therapy has worked for helping COVIDtigats. It is sad that hospitalized COVID
patients are not given the propeitritional support when thegre admitted. In a perfect
world, | would immediately start an I9f vitamin C and begin nebulizing any
hospitalized COVID patient with hydrogen perd&iand iodine. | am sure that would
markedly lower the needfonechanical ventilation.”

X In marketing materials titled “85 COVID Rents at The Center for Holistic Medicine:
Zero Hospitalizations and No Deaths,” you ciahat “[[Jike most hdistic therapies, the
earlier they are started in a disegsocess the better they perfoT. THE FIRST
SIGN OF A VIRAL ILLNESS | ENCOURAGE MY PATIENTS TO START MY
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long term patient, Andre from Boston, [fllagnosed as COVID positive. Andre had a
fever, severe diarrhea, and body acheswia¢ painful to the touch. Watch Andre’s
emotional testimonial as he talks about t@covery by strengthening his immune system
with high doses of vitamins A, C, D &dine, nebulization, as well as at-home ozone
therapy administered by his wife.”

X In marketing materials titled “There Is IBtlope Out There-Miss Edabeth: ‘Now that |
am nebulizing properly | feel 95% better!ybu present a video testimonial from a
woman named Miss Elizabeth. You claim, ést my patient Miss Elizabeth. She & her
family had COVID-like symptoms to includgevere headachesektreme difficulty
breathing. Elizabeth talks about heraeery through proper nebulizing with H202
solution and Lugol’s 5% iodine. \W&h her testimony to learn more.”

X In marketing materials titled “There isilBHope Out There- Bandon: ‘I Didn’t Really
Break My 102 Fever for 4 or 5 Daysybu present a video testimonial from a man
named Brandon. You claim, “Check out imyerview with COVID patient, Brandon,
who is a paramedic. He experiencedda#i, body aches, high fever, followed by a
shortness of breath. Watch Brandon'’s testiraboin his progress after administering to
himself a Super C 1V, followed by supplemergatiwith high doses of vitamins A, C, D
& iodine.”

It is unlawful under th&TC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 4&t seq.to advertise that a product
or service can prevent, treat, or cure humisease unless you possess competent and
reliable scientific evidence, including, whappropriate, well-contieed human clinical
studies, substantiating that the claims are atubde time they ammade. For COVID-19, no
such study is currently known to exist foetproducts or services identified above. Thus,
any Coronavirus-related prevention or treatnabgins regarding such products or services
are not supported by competent and reliahlengific evidence. Ya must immediately
cease making all such claims.

You are also advised toview all other claims foyour products and immediately
cease making claims that are not supported by etanpand reliable scientific evidence.

Within 48 hours, please send a messagkamoes E. Elliott via electronic mail at
jelliott@ftc.govdescribing the specific actions you haaken to address the FTC’s concerns. If
you have any questions regarding compliandé tiie FTC Act, please contact Zachary A.
Keller atzkeller@ftc.gov

Very truly yours,

Dama J. Brown
Regional Director
Southwest Region
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